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Report   

 

This is the third in a series of Needs Assessment: Comparative Data, Analysis, 

and Evaluation reports compiled for the Comprehensive Wayne-Holmes 

Reentry Coalition (CWHRC).  The focus of this report is of results of the Youth 

Asset Survey (Oman, et al 2004). The survey was self-administered by Wayne 

and Holmes county youth in a Residential Treatment Facility (RTF) [Multi-

County Juvenile Attention System, MCJAS], detention [MCJAS, Linda Martin 

Attention Center], and by youth on probation.  

 

A. PURPOSE   

 

The overarching project objective, in alignment with the Category II 

Developmental JAG grant, is to conduct a needs assessment to (1) assess the 

reentry strengths and barriers to integrating placement programs (prison, DYS, 

detention, treatment) with community programs, (2) assess the explicit reentry 

needs of the target population (juvenile offenders, youth placed in residential 

care, and incarcerated adult offenders who have children in their home), and 

(3) assess the needed policy solutions that will enable community 

organizations, and/or governmental or non-governmental entities to develop 

and participate in the five-year Strategic Plan. 

 

The purpose of this report is to identify, organize, evaluate, and disseminate 

results of the Youth Asset Survey (YAS) and of youth risk behaviors.  The Youth 

Asset Survey was developed by the University of Oklahoma and was supported 

by a grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). [1]
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Studies have shown the survey is a reliable and valid measure of youth 

assets[2], [3] and have shown that selected protective factors are associated with 

lower levels of adolescent risk behavior. [4], [5] 

 

B. METHOD 

 

B.1 Method: Data Analysis 

B.1.1 Descriptive statistics 

 

Descriptive statistics were performed using SPSS and MYSTAT®, a standalone 

statistical and graphics software package (Systat Software, Inc. formerly 

marketed by SPSS, Inc). [6],[7] Responses consist of one record for each 

respondent.  
 

 

C. RESULTS 

C.1. Results: Demographic Characteristics 

C.1.1. Results: demographic characteristics, gender 

 

 
(n) % 

Male 23 92% 

Female 2 8% 

Total 25 100% 

92%

8%

Male Female
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C.1.2. Results: demographic characteristics, race 

 

 
(n) % 

White 22 88% 

Black 2 8% 

Multi-racial 1 4% 

Total 25 100% 

 

 

C.1.3. Results: demographic characteristics, age (years) 

 

 
(n) % 

Age 10-11 1 4% 

Age 12-13 0 0% 

Age 14-15 6 24% 

Age 16-17 13 52% 

Age 18-19 5 20% 

Total 25 100% 

88%

8% 4%

White Black Multi-racial

4%

24%

52%

20%

Age 10-11 Age 14-15 Age 16-17 Age 18-19
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C.1.4. Results: demographic characteristics, grade in school 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ Ҩ 

4% 4%

20% 20% 20%

32%

grade 6 grade 8 grade 9 grade 10 grade 11 grade 12

 
(n) % 

Grade 6 1 4% 

Grade 8 1 4% 

Grade 9 5 20% 

Grade 10 5 20% 

Grade 11 5 20% 

Grade 12 8 32% 

Total 25 100% 
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C.2. Results: Youth Assets  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

1.87

1.94

2.04

2.22

2.60

2.82

3.01

3.20

0.00 0.50 1.00 1.50 2.00 2.50 3.00 3.50

Non-Parental Adult Role Models

Use of Time (groups/sports)

Responsible Choices

Use of Time (religion)

Peer Role Models

Community Involvement

Family Communication

Future Aspirations

Youth Asset Survey
Mean  Ratings

Youth Assets (n) Mean Median Stdev 

Future Aspirations (25) 3.20 3.00 0.81 

Family Communication (25) 3.01 3.00 0.91 

Community Involvement) (25) 2.82 3.00 1.00 

Peer Role Models (25) 2.60 3.00 0.98 

Use of Time (religion) (25) 2.22 2.00 1.09 

Responsible Choices (25) 2.04 2.00 0.99 

Use of Time (groups/sports) (25) 1.94 2.00 1.02 

Non-Parental Adult Role Models (25) 1.87 2.00 0.90 

An individual is said to have a particular asset if his or her mean score was 3.00 
ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ  ! ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƻŦ άǳǎǳŀƭƭȅκŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎέΣ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘκŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέΣ ŀƴŘ άŀƎǊŜŜκǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜέ ƛǎ ǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ оΦлл ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ м 
ǘƻ п ƻǊ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘέ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ м ǘƻ оΦ  ό{ŜŜ {ŜŎΦ /ΦнΦмΦύ 
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C.2.1. Results: Youth Assets, Individual Survey Items 

Youth Asset Survey,  
Individual Items (n) mean median 

minimum 
youth 
rating 

maximum 
youth 
rating 

st 
dev 

1=Not important,    2=Somewhat important,    3=Very important,    4=Extremely important  

1. How important is it to your family 
that you continue your education 
after high school?   25 3.08 3.00 1.00 4.00 0.89 

2. As you look to your future, how 
important is it to you to stay in 
school?   25 3.32 3.00 2.00 4.00 0.68 

1=Almost never,    2=Some of the time,  3=Usually,   4=Almost always  

3. How often do you talk to your 
mother, father, or legal guardian 
about your problems?  25 2.12 2.00 1.00 4.00 1.06 

4. How often does your mother, 
father, or legal guardian try to 
understand your point of view?   25 2.80 3.00 1.00 4.00 0.90 

5. How often does your mother, 
father, or legal guardian tell you he or 
she loves you and wants good things 
for you?  25 3.48 4.00 1.00 4.00 0.92 

1=Strongly disagree,    2=Disagree,  3=Agree,   4=Strongly agree  

6. Most of the adults you know are 
good role models for you.  
 25 2.32 2.00 1.00 4.00 0.93 

8. You know at least one adult you 
can talk with about personal 
problems.   25 1.92 2.00 1.00 4.00 0.95 

 9. At least one of your teachers 
would help you if you had a problem 
or were upset.   25 1.68 1.00 1.00 4.00 0.87 

10. There is a clear set of rules for 
students to follow.   25 2.08 2.00 1.00 4.00 1.11 

11. There is an adult at your school 
who cares about you.   25 1.60 2.00 1.00 3.00 0.58 

12. You want to do well in school.   25 2.00 2.00 1.00 4.00 1.11 

13. Do most of your friends follow the 
rules their parents make for them?   25 1.50 1.50 1.00 2.00 0.50 

1=Almost never,    2=Some of the time,  3=Usually,   4=Almost always  

14. Do most of your friends stay out 
of trouble?   25 2.25 2.00 1.00 4.00 0.88 

15. Do most of your friends do well in 
school?   25 2.58 3.00 1.00 4.00 0.83 
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Youth Assets, Individual Survey Items (continued) 

Youth Asset Survey,  
Individual Items  (n) mean median 

minimum 
youth 
rating 

maximum 
youth 
rating 

st 
dev 

16. Do most of your friends choose 
healthy behaviors or activities?   25 2.83 3.00 1.00 4.00 1.01 

17. Are most of your friends 
responsible?   25 2.48 3.00 1.00 4.00 0.87 

18. You have learned to stay away 
from people who might get you into 
trouble.   25 2.63 3.00 1.00 4.00 0.82 

19. You participate in an organized 
school activity outside of class.   25 2.40 2.50 1.00 4.00 1.27 

1=Not at all,    2=Somewhat involved,  3=Very involved  

20. You participate in school sports 
teams or groups such as swim team, 
cheerleading, or soccer.   25 1.96 1.00 1.00 3.00 1.13 

21. You participate in church, 
religious activities.   25 1.62 1.00 1.00 3.00 0.82 

22. You participate in out -of-school 
clubs or groups such as Boy or Girl 
Scouts, volunteer or community 
service groups.   25 2.72 3.00 1.00 3.00 1.27 

23. You participate in out-of-school 
sports team or groups.   25 2.67 3.00 1.00 3.00 1.43 

1=None,    2=Once,  3=Twice,  4=Three or more  

24. About how many TIMES each 
week do you participate in organized 
activities after school hours? Youth 
groups, sports, lessons or other 
activities.  25 1.44 1.00 1.00 3.00 0.69 

25. On average, how often did you 
attend religious services during the 
past 12 months?   25 2.42 2.00 1.00 4.00 1.21 

1=Not at all like you,    2=A little like you,  3=Mostly like you,  4=Not at all like you  

26. You volunteer on a regular basis 
to help others in your community.   25 2.64 3.00 1.00 4.00 1.25 

27. You work to make your 
community a better place.   25 3.04 3.00 1.00 4.00 0.94 

28. You know where to volunteer in 
your community.   25 3.12 3.00 1.00 4.00 0.91 

29. You are a person who is proud to 
be part of your community.   25 2.72 3.00 1.00 4.00 1.15 

3. How often do you talk to your 
mother, father, or legal guardian 
about your problems?   25 2.62 3.00 1.00 4.00 1.04 
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Youth Assets, Individual Survey Items (continued) 

Youth Asset Survey,  
Individual Items (continued) (n) mean median 

minimum 
youth 
rating 

maximum 
youth 
rating 

st 
dev 

1=Not at all like you,    2=A little like you,  3=Mostly like you,  4=Not at all like you  

30. You are a person who tells others 
about your community.   25 2.80 3.00 1.00 4.00 1.02 

31. You think you should work to get 
something, if you really want it.   25 1.44 1.00 1.00 3.00 0.75 

32. You know how to organize your 
time to get all your work done.   25 2.00 2.00 1.00 4.00 1.12 

33. You make decisions that help you 
achieve your goals.   25 2.29 2.00 1.00 4.00 0.82 

34. You take good care of your body 
by eating well and exercising.   25 1.88 2.00 1.00 4.00 0.92 

35. You can say no to activities that 
you think are wrong.   25 2.29 2.00 1.00 4.00 1.05 

36. You can identify the positive and 
negative consequences of behavior, 
and choose appropriately.   25 2.29 2.50 1.00 4.00 1.05 

37. You try to make sure that 
everyone in a group is treated fairly.   25 2.08 2.00 1.00 4.00 1.07 

 
 

C.3. Results: Participation in Prevention Programs at School  
C.3.1. Results: reported participation in Life Skills program 

 

 
(n) % 

Regularly 3 12% 

Sometimes 6 24% 

Never 15 60% 

N/A 1 4% 

Total 25 100% 

12%
24%

60%

4%

Regularly Sometimes Never N/A

Life Skills 
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C.3.2. Results: reported participation in DARE program at school 

 

 
(n) % 

Regularly 5 20% 

Sometimes 6 24% 

Never 13 52% 

N/A 1 4% 

Total 25 100% 

C.3.3. Results: reported participation in Too Good for Drugs 
program at school  

 

 
(n) % 

Regularly 0 0% 

Sometimes 1 4% 

Never 21 84% 

N/A 3 12% 

Total 25 100% 

20% 24%

52%

4%

Regularly Sometimes Never N/A

DARE

0% 4%

84%

12%

Regularly Sometimes Never N/A

Too Good for Drugs Program
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C.3.4. Results: reported participation in All Stars program at 
school  

 

 
(n) % 

Regularly 0 0% 

Sometimes 0 0% 

Never 22 88% 

N/A 3 12% 

Total 25 100% 

C.3.4. Results: reported participation in Teen Institute Program at 
school  

 

 
(n) % 

Regularly 0 0% 

Sometimes 0 0% 

Never 22 88% 

N/A 3 12% 

Total 25 100% 

0% 0%

88%

12%

Regularly Sometimes Never N/A

All Stars

0% 0%

88%

12%

Regularly Sometimes Never N/A

Teen Institute Program
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C.4. Results: Family Activities 
 

 

Noteworthy: 

Results suggest both strengths and needs.  Eighty-eight percent (88%) of youth 
report his or her family share the evening meal together; forty-four percent 
(44%) report they do so regularly.   Studies have shown youth who share less 
than three family evening meals per week are twice as likely to use tobacco or 
marijuana and 1.5 times more likely to use alcohol. [8]  

 

Greater than one-half (56%) of youth report his or her family do not attend 
religious services together.  The most recent National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health (NSDUH) indicates youth with higher levels of religiosity were less likely 
to have used cigarettes, alcohol, or illicit drugs in the past 12 month compared 
with youth with a lower level of religiosity. [9]     
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C.5. Results: Substance Use in the Past 12 Months 
 

C.5.1. Results: use of stimulants, Within the PAST 12 MONTHS how 
often have you used uppers (stimulants, etc.)?  

 
 

Table 1 

(NSDUH) National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009  
Source: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive (SAMHDA)  

 

Number of Days Used Stimulants in Past 12 Months  
(Percents) Ages 12-17 

 
MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  

 
NO STIMULANTS USED OVER PAST 12 MONTHS  98.8  98.9  98.9  

1 - 5 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.4  0.4  0.4  

6 - 10 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.1  0.1  

11 - 25 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.2  0.2  0.2  

26 - 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.2  0.2  0.2  

MORE THAN 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 

MONTHS  0.3  0.2  0.2  

Total Percent  100 .0  100 .0  100 .0  
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RTF/ detention 
(n=16)

probation       
(n=9)

overall (n=25)

[Note:  One item on the survey pertained to use of Derbisol.  Derbisol is a 
f ict it ious drug used in some questionnaires to test the reliabil ity of answers 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ  млл҈ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ά5ƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜέ to the 
question.] 
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C.5.2. Results: use of depressants, Within the PAST 12 MONTHS 
how often have you used downers (depressants, etc.)? 
 

 

Table 2 

(NSDUH) National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 
Source: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive (SAMHDA)  

 

Number of Days Used Sedatives in Past 12 Months  
(Percents) Ages 12-17  

 
MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  

 

NO SEDATIVES USED OVER PAST 12 MONTHS  99.6  99.7  99.7  

1 - 5 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.1  0.1  

6 - 10 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.0  0.0  0.0  

11 - 25 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.0  0.0  

26 - 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.1  0.1  

MORE THAN 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.1  0.1  

 

Total Percent  100 .0  100 .0  100 .0  
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C.5.3. Results: use of inhalants, Within the PAST 12 MONTHS how 
often have you used inhalants (glue, gas, etc.)? 

 

Table 3 

(NSDUH) National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 
Source: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive (SAMHDA)  

 

Number of Days Used Inhalants in Past 12 Months  
(Percents) Ages 12-17  

 
MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  

 

NO INHALANTS USED OVER PAST 12 MONTHS  99.0  99.4  99.2  

1 - 5 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.5  0.3  0.4  

6 - 10 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.1  0.1  

11 - 25 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.2  0.1  0.1  

26 - 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.1  0.1  

MORE THAN 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.1  0.1  

 

Total Percent  100 .0  100 .0  100 .0  

81%

6% 6% 6%

100%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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C.5.4. Results: use of hallucinogens, Within the PAST 12 MONTHS 
how often have you used hallucinogens (PCP, LSD, etc.)? 

 

Table 4 

(NSDUH) National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 
Source: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive (SAMHDA)  

 

Number of Days Used Hallucinogens in Past 12 Months  
(Percents) Ages 12-17  

 
MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  

 

NO HALLUCINOGENS USED OVER PAST 12 MONTHS  97.7  98.7  98.2  

1 - 5 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  1.6  0.8  1.2  

6 - 10 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.2  0.1  0.2  

11 - 25 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.2  0.1  0.2  

26 - 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.2  0.1  0.2  

MORE THAN 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.1  0.1  

 

Total Percent  100 .0  100 .0  100 .0  
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C.5.5. Results: heroin use, Within the PAST 12 MONTHS how often 
have you used heroin (opiates)? 

 

Table 5 

(NSDUH) National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 
Source: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive (SAMHDA)  

 

Number of Days Used Heroin in Past 12 Months  
(Percents) Ages 12-17  

 
MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  

 

NO HEROIN USED  OVER PAST 12 MONTHS  99.6  99.9  99.7  

1 - 5 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.2  0.0  0.1  

6 - 10 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.0  0.0  

11 - 25 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.0  0.0  0.0  

26 - 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.0  0.0  0.0  

MORE THAN 100 DAYS OF USE IN PAST 12 MONTHS  0.1  0.0  0.1  

 

Total Percent  100 .0  100 .0  100 .0  
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C.5.6. Results: use of steroids, Within the PAST 12 MONTHS how 
often have you used steroids? 

 

Table 6 

(NSDUH) National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 
Source: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive (SAMHDA)  

 

Any Illicit Drug: Recency of Use 
(Percents) Ages 12-17  

 
MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  

 

NEVER USED  71.9  74.3  73.1  

WITHIN THE PAST 30 DAYS  10.6  9.4  10.0  

MORE THAN 30 DAYS AGO BUT WITHIN THE PAST 

12 MONTHS  
9.9  9.5  9.7  

MORE THAN 12 MONTHS AGO  7.6  6.8  7.2  

 

Total Percent  100.0  100.0  100.0  

94%

6%

100%

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

96%

4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

p
e
rc

e
n
ta

g
e
  

 o
f 

  
re

s
p
o
n
d
e
n
ts

RTF/ detention 
(n=16)

probation       
(n=9)

overall (n=25)



Project Name: Needs Assessment: Comparative Data, Analysis, and Evaluation Customer Name: CWHRC 

Document Number 3 / Version Number: 2 (Rev. 1-06-11) 

 

Prepared by: Karen J Shaner 

Data Analyst, Comprehensive 
Wayne-Holmes Reentry Coalition 

Issue Date: January 2011 

 
 

   

 

23 

C.5.7. Results: use of ecstasy, Within the PAST 12 MONTHS how 
often have you used ecstasy (MDMA)? 

 

Table 7 

(NSDUH) National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2009 
Source: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive (SAMHDA)  

 

Ecstasy: Recency of Use 
 (Percents) Ages 12-17  

 
MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  

 

NEVER USED ECSTASY  97.9  97.5  97.7  

WITHIN THE PAST 30 DAYS  0.5  0.4  0.4  

MORE THAN 30 DAYS AGO BUT WITHIN THE PAST 

12 MONTHS  
1.1  1.3  1.2  

MORE THAN 12 MONTHS AGO  0.5  0.8  0.7  

 

Total Percent  100.0  100.0  100.0  
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